™ 
GRAPHIC 
INDIA 


ISSUE 


#14 


DASGUPTA/KANG 


PREVIOUSLY... 


GRAPHIC INDIA 


Tee: 
BENEATH THE RANGE OF Ve 
MOUNT RIGYAMUK. [Z 


THE GREAT RAINFOREST ’ 


CLOSE TO THE 
EQUATORIAL REGION, THE 
RAINFOREST IS MILLIONS 

OF YOJANS ACROSS, 


THE MOST SPECIES- 
RICH BIOME OF THE 
ENTIRE CONTINENT OF 
ARYAVARTA. 


HOME TO MORE THAN 
FIVE MILLION SPECIES OF 
PLANTS, INSECTS, BIRDS, 

FISH, MAMMALS AND 

REPTILES FOR MORE 

THAN A MILLENNIUM. 


AND NOW HOME 
f] 10 THE REBELS OF 
i KISHKINDHA, 


"Fai 


IT’S BEEN CLOSE TO A 
YEAR SINCE WE JOINED 
ANGAD AND HIS TROOPS. 
WE’RE NOW EMPLOYED AS 
MERCENARIES |\N LORD 
SHUGREAVE’S INSURGENT 
FORCES, 


I TRIED TO GET US 

A GOOD DEAL BY 
BARGAINING WITH ANGAD, 
BUT RAMA AGREED TO A 
MEASLY 7EWV MUDRAS A 
MONTH FOR EACH OF Us. 


IMAGINE... TWO NOBLE 
SUPER-WARRIORS OF 
THE HOUSE OF THE SUN, 
AS WELL AS AN ASLURA 
GENERAL, ALL FOR THIRTY 
MUDRAS A MONTH. 


EVEN THOSE 
MERCENARY SCUM 
OF KIRAAT ARE 
CHARGING MORE 
THAN US. 


W MUDRAFOR 
YOUR THOUGHTS, 

\ FRIEND 
LAKSHMAN. 


7 REALLY, ANGAD? 
YOU'RE WILLING TO 


I PAY THAT MUCH FOR 


YA THOUGHT? | 


I’M THINKING I 
WOULD RATHER SIT 
IDLY THAN GO OUT 

AND RIGK MY HIDE IN 
YOUR RAIDS. I’M 
LOOKING FOR 
A RAIGBE. 


YOUR CONTRACT CLEARLY 
Y SAYS NO RAIGES DURING THE 
PROBATION PERIOD. YOU MIGHT BE 
GREAT WARRIORS, BUT HERE THE 
RULES OF COMBAT ARE 


A BIT DIFFERENT. 


HOW LONG |6 
THIS PROBATION GOING 
TO LAST? AND WHAT 
COMBAT? 


YOU CALL THOSE 
PETTY SKIRMIGHES ACTUAL 
BATE? I'VE LOST MORE 

BLOOD TO THE MOSQUITOES 
HERE THAN TO BATTLES. 


DON'T ASK ME, ~~ fi 
ASK MY UNCLE SHUGREAVE, \ 

HE CALLS THE SHOTS. WE 
STILL NOT STRONG ENOUGH ~ 
TO FACE THE REGIMENTS BY THE 
OF KIGHKINOHA. 
RAMA? 


WAY, WHERE'S ) 


| 
as if. 
\ 


ah 


AH, YOUR 
FAVORITE 
SOLDIER. OVER 
THERE... 


“ve STANDING LIKE A 


STONE SENTINEL, 
MUTE AND STOIC. 


“I CAN COUNT THE 
WORDS HE'S SPOKEN 
IN THE PAST YEAR ON 

BOTH HANDS. 


YOU'VE GOT YOURSELF A MUTE 
FIGHTING MACHINE WHO NEVER 
ASKS FOR ANYTHING. IF NOT FOR 
ME, YOU’D HAVE CHEATED HIM 
OUT OF HIG DUES, HOWEVER 
MEAGER THEY MIGHT BE. 


“HE HAS BEEN 
60 SLENT AFTER 
PANCHVATI, SOMETIMES 
HE SCARES ME.” 


“YOUR BROTHER IS AN 
INVALUABLE ADDITION IN OUR 
RANKS, LAKSHMAN. I’VE NEVER 
SEEN A MAN SO DRIVEN IN THE 
PURSUIT OF THE INTERESTS 
OF ANOTHER NATION AND 
RACE. WITH RAMA ON OUR 
SIDE, WE’LL SURELY BRING 
DOWN MY FATHER 
BAALI...GOMEDAY.” 


“LIKELY TRUE, BUT I’M 
AFRAID RAMA IS DRIVING 
HIMSELF TOO HARD.” 


“AFTER KAVAN FOOLED US INTO . \] “RAMA FAILED TO S7OP RAVAN, 
BELIEVING HE WAS VIGHWAMITRA, | AND HE’S TAKEN THE BLAME UPON 
HE ABDUCTED SEETA IN PANCHVATI. | HIMSELF. IT WAS A/S IDEA TO JOIN 
HE FORCED HER TO UNLEASH HER a. YOUR RANKS. IT SEEMS HE 

POWER AND DESTROY THE CITY. Py DOESN'T EVEN CAKE ANYMORE. 

THOUSANDS DIED, AND RAVAN 

GOT WHAT HE COVETED. HEAVEN 

KNOWS WHAT HE’S PLANNING TO 

DO WITH HER NOW. 


“AG YOU'VE SEEN, HE’S Ny 
BECOME DESPERATE, EVEN [fp 
SUICIDAL, TAKING GRAVE RIGKS 
TO FIGHT THE IMPERIAL 
ARMY OF KIGHKINDHA.” 


“WE KNOW, RAMA 
ALONE HAS KILLED Bil as 
MORE SOLDIERS THAN we 00 PO 
A PLATOON OF REBELS, 42 
THE LEGEND OF THE BLUE 


WARRIOR FROM of em I LES — ft Se 
ARMACARH HAS SPREAD [AMZ Ap Z WARRIOR, HE HAG ACOED [= 


a 


ae 4 P TO OUR PROPAGANDA 
IN KIGHKINDHA, AND OUR a PA ja fo CAMPAIGN. PEOPLE HAVE : 
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CHEER FOR HIM. 3 gE i eV ie “YES..HOPE...” [aide 
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THAT’S ALL 
WE AAVE, MY 
FRIEND. WHY ARE 
YOU SOUNDING 
6O CYNICAL? 


AWFULLY BUSY SINCE WE 
ENTERED THIS DAMNED JUNGLE. 
YOU STILL HAVEN’T TOLD ME / 
EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED 
R. 


WENEGEA =\ WY 2 / = — WATCH YOUR 


< 


HOW DID HE ¥ 
GO APE? 


PL a NE 
“THERE WAS A TIME WHEN MY FATHER 


By, WAS TRULY 'BAAL/ THE MAGNIFICIENT". 


4 HE WAS HAILED AS THE HARBINGER OF 
Zi| ANEW GOLDEN AGE IN KIGHKINDHA, 
WITH THE BLESSINGS OF LORD 
HANUMAN. HE'S THE ONLY KING AFTER 
KESAR/, OUR FIRST RULER, TO GAIN 
THE TITLE OF 'MAGNIFICIENT’ 


ah 
I’M JUST WAITING 
FOR ALL THIS TO F/M/SH, 
SO WE CAN BE ON OUR WAY 
AGAIN AND FIND A WAY TO 


\ 


TONGUE, PINK-SKIN. 
THAT'S MY FATHER 
YOU'RE TALKING 


THOUGH HE’S A 
MONSTER NOW, I STILL 
LOVE HIM DEEP IN MY 
HEART. THERE WAS A 
TIME WHEN EVERYONE 
IN KISHKINDHA 
LOVED HIM. 


“MY FATHER’S AMBITION AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS WERE 
DRIVING OUR NATION TO BECOME 
THE GREATEST IN ARYAVARTA, 
EVEN GREATER THAN ARMAGARH.” 


Wy McA eee 


yi Noa 
|| = “NOW 7HAT'S WHAT I 
"i CALL OVERESTIMATION.” 


HE WAS CAFABLE 
OF SUCH THINGS. 


“IN FACT, HE WAS INSPIRED BY TALES OF 
ONE OF YOUR FOREFATHERS, MAHARAS 
HARISCHANDRA, NAO DREAMED OF 
BRINGING TOGETHER ALL THE COUNTRIES 
-| AND RACES OF ARYAVARTA. MY FATHER 
DREAMED OF A FORCE MASSIVE ENOUGH 
TO DEFEAT THE ASURA CONQUEST.” 


“MESSENGERS WERE SENT TO ALL 
NATIONS. THE BHALUS WERE THE 
MOST COMPLIANT, AS KIVG JAMBWAN 
HATES ASURAS. OUR KINGDOMS HAVE 
A LONG HISTORY OF ALLIANCE. 


“THE GARUDAS 
WERE EQUALLY 
| KEEN TO JOIN OUR 
PURPOSE. 


“THE BR/ISHAV KING WAS HONOR 
BOUND TO US BECAUSE WE HAD 
SAVED HIS PEOPLE FROM THE 
ASURAS. IT WAS TAKEN FOR 
GRANTED THAT THEY WOULD JOIN, 
THOUGH I HEARD HE WAS NONE 

TOO HAPPY ABOUT IT. 


“YOU KNOW THE STORY OF 
ARMAGARH. MAHARAS DASHRATH 
WAS EAGER TO JOIN FORCES, 
BUT YOUR COUNCIL THOUGHT 
OTHERWISE. AND SO WE LOST 
OUR MOST IMPORTANT ALLY. 


“I DON’T KNOW WHY FATHER EVEN 
BOTHERED TO SEND THE ALLIANCE 
PROPOSAL TO THE TREACHEROUS 
4 “8 \\* “ALL WE ACHIEVED 
ALREADY IN BED WITH MEGAHNAD, WM [\\\ ds Cys WAS THE DEATH OF A 
SON OF RAVAN. a7 OS 3 GOOD MESSENGER.” 


“BUT MY FATHER’S WILL WOULD 
NOT BE DETERRED. HE GATHERED 
HIS ALLIES, AND DECIDED TO SET § 
AN EXAMPLE FOR ALL ARYAVARTA fi 
BY RIDDING OUR CONTINENT OF 
ASURA INFLUENCE. i 
“IT WAS A LONG AND 
PERILOUS JOURNEY TO 
THE NORTH. HALF OUR 
SOLDIERS DID NOT 
SURVIVE THE COLD OF 
THE TUNDRA. 


IT MY FATHER’S 
LEADERSHIP INSTILLED 
COURAGE AND HOPE. 


“I WAS STILL A YOUTH 
WHEN WE FACED OUR 
ENEMIES. THE SIGHT OF 
THEIR VAST RANKS MADE 
MY TAIL LIMP WITH FEAR. 


\ 


“BUT M 
FATHER... 


“I WILL REMEMBER 
THAT BATTLE FOR THE 
REST OF MY LIFE. 


“IT WAS A BLOODLETTING, 
THE LIKES OF WHICH HAD 
NOT BEEN SEEN IN MANY 

GENERATIONS. 


“THE BEAST 
OF WAR WAS 
UPON US.” 


“OUR MURDERED 
: MESSENGER WAS 
mew AVENGED AS MY FATHER 


; Er KILLED THE NAGA KING. 


“UNTIL, OUT OF 
NOWHERE, THE ASURA 
PRIME WiMSELF 
ARRIVED. 


“THE VERY S/GHT OF 
HIM MADE US RUN 
LIKE DOGS. BUT 
MY FATHER...” 


“AND MY FATHER WAS 
THE SHARP FANGS OF 
THAT BEAST. 


BEY 


“THE ENEMY FELL 
BEFORE HIM LIKE HAY 
TO A SCYTHE. 


MEGHNAD WAS HELPLESS, 
AND A/S LIFE WAS ALMOST 
FORFEIT, UNTIL... 


& =o 


uw HE'S pa KNOWN 
w, Nie MEANING OF FEAR. 


my A 


“THAT DAY WE LEARNED A 
HOW POWERFUL BAALI 
| ACTUALLY IS AS HE TOOK 
ON RAVAN ALONE. 


“AND TO OUR JOY, MY 
FATHER WAS WINNING! 


.N RAVAN FALTERED BEFORE 


MY FATHER’S STRENGTH 
AND COURAGE.” 


“BUT RAVAN’S MIGHT 
IS NOT LIMITED TO 


“HE UNLEASHED UPON MY 
FATHER HIS VENOMOUS 
YANTRA, WHAT THE 
SCIENCE OF THE OLD 
WORLD CALLED NANTES. 


“THEY ATE THROUGH 
MY FATHER’S BRAIN, 


“AND THEN MY 
FATHER WAS LOS7 
AS HE PLUNGED INTO 
A CREVASSE. 


“RAVAN ALSO SUFFERED 
SEVERE INJURIES TO BOTH 
BODY AND PRIDE. HE 
VANISHED INTO THIN AIR. 
OUR ENEMIES RETREATED. 


. \ 
“IT WAS A VICTORY, 


BUT AT THE LOSS 
OF OUR LEADER... 


OUR Dee - Zo 608 “,,,OUR HERO.” 


2 


“AFTER RETURNING TO 
KIGHKINOHA, MY UNCLE 
SHUGREAVE SPENT A 
MONTH GRIEVING THE 
LOSS OF HIG BROTHER. 


“BUT ON THE DAY 
OF THE CORONATION, 
SHOCKING NEWS REACHED 
THE IMPERIAL PALACE. 


“A JUGGERNAUT OF DEATH, 
BAALI LEFT A TRAIL OF 


WAY TO THE PALACE, RANTING 
OBSCENITIES AGAINST MY 
GOOD UNCLE SHUGREAVE. 


ca ™ 


“MY UNCLE HAD LITTLE 
CHOICE BUT TO FLEE 
KISHKINDHA, OR BAALI 
SURELY WOULD HAVE 
KILLED HIM. 


“BUT OUR COUNTRY 
NEEDED A LEADER, AND 
AFTER MUCH PERSUASION BY 
THE ELDERS AND THE DUKES, 
SHUGREAVE AGREED TO 
ASCEND THE EMPTY THRONE. 


“BAALI BLAMED HIS 


BROTHER FOR ABANDONING 


HIM AND USURPING HIS 
THRONE. 7A/6 WAS NOT 
THE FATHER I KNEW. 


= = 
a” 


“THOUGH HE MIGHT 
NOT BE AS GREAT AS 
BAALI, MY UNCLE WAS A 
GOOD AND HONEST 
RULER. 


i 
ro =i “SAAL/ WAS 
» Za BACK FROM 
GF THE DEAD. 


LOT, AND THEY CHEERED FOR 

THEIR RETURNED KING, EVEN 

THOUGH HE WAS NO LONGER 

THE SAME. GONE WAS BAALI 
THE MAGNIFICIENT.” 


Wt PS A 


y “THUS BEGAN THE 
REIGN OF BAAL/ 
THE MONSTER. 


“DAYS HAVE NEVER 
BEEN DARKER IN 
KISHKINOHA. 


“HE HURLED OUR NATION 
INTO ABSOLUTE MISERY 

WITH HIS TYRANNICAL RULE, -esaialt 
ALL THE WHILE REVELING 


DEBAUCHERY. et 
: 


“BAALI EVEN STARTED 
CONSUMING MEAT, WHICH IS 
BLASPHEMY AMONG VANARAS. 
IT’S EVEN WHISPERED THAT HE 
HAS BECOME A CANNIBAL. 


~ 
~~ 


“MANY OF OUR CITIZENS 
ABANDONED THE CITY, 
ESCAPING IN THE DEPTHS OF 
THE JUNGLES. THEY LATER 
JOINED SHUGREAVE, AND THE 
REBEL FORCES WERE FORMED 
UNDER HI6 LEADERSHIP.” 


AND WHAT ° 
HAPPENED TO YOU? ¥ 
HOW DID YOU END 

UP HERE? 


ALL THIS TOOK ; 
PLACE TEN YEARS AGO. 
A APTER MY FATHER CAME 
BACK, I LIVED IN MORTAL 
Bi TERROR OF HIM, 


I TRIED TO KEEP TO 
MYSELF, BUT BAALI KEPT INSISTING 
THAT I JOIN THE SEARCH PARTIES TO FIND 
AND KILL THE REBELS. HE USED TO BEAT 
ME, SAYING I WAS A COWARD LIKE 
MY UNCLE, THAT I WOULD 


ENOUGH. I JOINED A 
SEARCH-AND-DESTROY MISSION, 
AND ESCAPED IN THE JUNGLE 


<a 
WHEN MY SUPERIOR OFFICERS 
Reds WERE NOT LOOKING. 


I FORMED MY 
OWN TROOP AND WENT ON 
A CAMPAIGN TO FIND AND 
ENLIST THE BEST MERCENARIES 
ARYAVARTA HAS TO 


Y STORY TIME’S \ 
) OVER. 


7a 


I JUST RECEIVED A 
DISTRESS CALL FROM OUR 
NORTHEASTERN FRONTIER. 

A WATCHTOWER HAS BEEN DESTROYED 
AND OUR COMRADES HAVE BEEN 
SLAUGHTERED. THE TRANSMISSION 
WAS CUT OFF BEFORE 
IT ENDED. 


I BELIEVE WE HAV 
A SERIOUS INFILTRATION BY 
A KISHKINDHAN STRIKE 
> FORCE. 


WE HAVE TO 
INVESTIGATE. I WARN 
YOU, THOUGH, THE STRIKE \y 
FORCES ARE FORMED . 

OF ELITE VANARA bd: 
SOLDIERS. 


WE VENTED | 
THE ART OF A 
Paes KICKING. 


YOU AND 


"YOUR BIG MOUTH, \y 


LAKSHMAN. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
HERE A YEAR. WE'VE 
BEEN DOING THIS 
FOR A DECADE. 


THE STRIKE FORCES 
USE SOPHISTICATED WEAPONRY, 
AND THEIR TACTICAL EXPERTISE 
IS FAR BEYOND THAT OF THE 
JUNGLE PATROLS WE FIGHT AND 
SUBDUE EVERY OTHER DAY. 


ss 


CAN YOU 

@ ELABORATE ON WHAT 

\ WE'RE ACTUALLY DEALING 
WITH HERE? 


I AM NOT TOO Fi 6O THEY HAVE 
CLEAR MYSELF, i TEN ARMS, THREE 
VIV-GHAN. HEADS, WHAT? 
£ THE STRIKE ~ ? 
FORCES WERE FORMED 
SPECIFICALLY TO DEAL 
WITH US REBELS. 


THE PROJECT IS 
HEADED BY THE DREADED ‘\ 
7 KAPISHA SCIENTISTS, AN EVIL 
BUNCH OF VANARAS WHO 
i WERE BANNED FROM 
Es PRACTICING THEIR HORRIBLE 
7 EXPERIMENTS YEARS 


BAALI BROUGHT 
: THEM BACK. THEY’RE 
MUTATING NANARA SOLDIERS, 
TURNING THEM INTO MINDLESS 
: KILLING MACHINES. 


NO, THEY’RE JUST 
FASTER AND STRONGER, 
WITH A LIMITED LIFESPAN. 
THEY BURN OUT AND DIE 

> QUICKLY. 


_ 
S 


“<a WARS 
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AND THEN 
THERE IS PROVECT > 
MAHABAL/. 2 


es 
——" 


SOME SORT OF 
UTMATE WEAPON 


MR BAALI AND THE KAPIGHAS J) 
A | HAVE CREATED. 


A SUPER SOLDIER OF o~ 
GORTS. WE HAVEN'T ENCOUNTERED 
IT YET, BUT THERE ARE RUMORS y 
THAT IT’S EVEN MORE POWERFUL THAN 
BAALI HIMSELF. IT MIGHT NOT BE 
TRUE FOR ALL I KNOW. 


HUSH, WE'RE y 
CLOSE. _ 


WE'LL LEAVE ‘ 
THE VEHICLE AND 
APPROACH ON 
FOOT. 


OUTPOST IS mes 
NEAR, omy 


/ 
a 


JUST AROUND Se 
THAT GROVE. BN) 


THIS IS A 
TRAP! 


ARM 
YOURSELVES! 
IGENSE AN 
AMBUSH! 


«WHY DO YOU 
ALWAYS HAVE TO BE 
SO ANNOYINGLY 
CORRECT? 


BY THE GODS, 
THESE POOR 
CREATURES ARE 
OMEASED! 


YOU NEED NOT WORRY 
ABOUT THAT. WE’VE KILLED 
OR SUBDUED ALMOST 

ALL OF THEM. : 


SO ARE 7HEY. 


THIS STRIKE FORCE OF ¥ 


YOURS IS GROSSLY 
OVERRATED. 


THEY'RE MUTATED. 
THEY’RE MINDLESS 


PUPPETS OF THE KAPISHA 


SCIENTISTS. 


x7 DONOT 
SPARE THEM! 


A SECOND VOLLEY, 
I PRESUME. THIS IS FAR 
FROM OVER. 


WHAT IN 
{THE NAME OF 


\\ HEAVEN...? 


'T'6 HIM! 
'T'6 MAHABALI! 


Seem 1) BE CONTINUED. 
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